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Deepened friendship and
economic cooperation between
Japan and Kuwait

Ikuzo Kobayashi, Chairman of Salaam Association
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His Excellency Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-
Sabah, emir of Kuwait visited and stayed in Japan
as a state guest from March 20 to March 23,
accompanied by his country’s leaders including
Minister of State, Minister of Finance, Vice
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of Commerce
and Industry and Minister of Oil. Personally
welcomed by the Emperor and Empress, Emir
Sabah expressed sympathy for the Emperor’s
health after a surgical operation and the scene of
their meeting filled with cordial amity was
broadcasted. It is a very positive development
that through the emir’s two meetings with the
Emperor and Empress this time the exchange
between Japan’s imperial family and Emir Sabah’
s family was deepened. On March 22, the
Agreement Between Japan and Kuwait Concerning
Investment Promotion and Protection was signed
with Emir Sabah and Prime Minister Noda present.

Emir Sabah served as Kuwait’s foreign minister
and is No.1 expert of Kuwait foreign policy with
40-year diplomatic career. He has dealt with
difficult diplomatic issues of Persian Gulf
countries and is highly evaluated in Kuwait. He
inherited the emirate from the 13th emir, al-Jabir
al-Sabah in January, 2006. Emir Sabah visited
Japan as a state guest in July, 2004 when he was
Kuwait’s prime minister.

Japanese delegation headed by former Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe was invited by and visited
Kuwait in 2007, and met Emir Sabah and Crown
Prince. In the official bilateral meeting, the Joint
Statement Between Kuwait and Japan was issued.
former Prime Minister Abe first visited Ali Al
Salem Air Force Base which was used by
Japanese Air Self Defense Force for Iraq
reconstruction support activities, and expressed
his gratitude for Kuwait’s support for JASDF
Iraq reconstruction efforts.
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Princess Hisako (left), wife of

Prince Takamado, cutting the tape
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Abdul-Rahman Al-Otaibi, Ambassador of

Kuwait to Japan is to the right. =
March 19, Roppongi Midtown in Tokyo
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Japan and Kuwait decided to work toward bilateral
tax treaty and FTA negotiation between GCC
composed of 6 Gulf countries to promote bilateral
commercial and economic activities and expressed
commitment to further strengthen mutual economic
relationship in the areas of stable oil supply,
economy, environment and education. Both
countries also agreed to launch joint enterprise
initiatives in commemoration of 50th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relationship in
2011.

When the emir assumed his current position on
January 29, 2006, Mr. Koizumi was Japan’s prime
minister. Prime Minister Noda is the 7th prime
minister since that time. During that period of time,
Emir Sabah has consistently maintained friendly
posture toward Japan.

Japan-Kuwait
summit this time
was the meeting
for both countries
to share common
views on security
of Gulf region

_ | _ since the Gulf
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The Agreement

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda (right) and Emir

Sabah of Kuwait shaking hands before their Between Japan
summit meeting. = and Kuwait
Afternoon of March 22 at the Prime Minister’ s .
Office (Photo provided by the Cabinet Public CONCErning

Affairs Office) Investment
Promotion and Protection was originally scheduled
to be signed in 2011 but signing was postponed
due to the Great East Japan Earthquake in March
11, 2011. The agreement was signed on March 22.
This agreement is the fruit of the diplomatic efforts
for the past 5 years. Kuwait is expected to sign
FTA with Japan first among 6 GCC countries.

As the result of Iraqi military invasion on Kuwait in
August 1990, Kuwait was subjected to brutal
occupation by the Iraqi military for 7 months. “No
one in Kuwait dreamed of the situation in which
Kuwaiti people are subjected to such brutality from
Arab brethren--+” At that time, all Arab countries
had antipathy against the United States because of
the perceived double standard of the United States
in its dealing with Arab countries and Israel.
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Leaders of Japan and Kuwait meeting at the office of the Prime
Minister

(Photo provided by the Cabinet Public Affairs Office)
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The United States was hated as the linchpin of the
West for the West’s international strategy that is
lenient to Israel but harsh to Arab countries.
However, Kuwait was force to face the risk of
extinction by Saddam Hussein of Iraq and could not
afford to go along with anti-U.S. sentiment from
“unified Arab.” People in Kuwait were forced to
think deeply, “Who is a real friend? Do we have to
find a real friend among Islamic brethren?”

In the aftermath of the Great East Japan Earthquake
last year, Kuwaiti government quickly decided to
provide Japan with 5 million barrels of crude oil
(worth approximately 40 billion yen) free of charge.
This action’s importance should not be
underestimated for the reason that Kuwait has
abundant oil. It should not be lightly regarded as an
act of generosity. Japan has a responsibility to
consider the heart of Kuwaiti government and
people manifested in 5 million barrels of oil.

A former Ministry of Foreign Affairs official who is
an Arab-specialist points out as follows. “For 20
years since 1970 oil shock, Japan’s Middle East
policy has lacked a consistent principle and focused
on begging for oil. Japan donated 13 billion dollars#
at the time of the Gulf War, but was criticized as
‘too little, too late’ by the Arab people. Japan paid
a price for its inconsistent policy.”

20 years have passed since then, and I sincerely
pray that 13 billion dollars* Japan donated for the
Gulf War and 5 million barrels of crude oil Kuwait
donated form a new bond connecting two countries’
“national destiny” and “people’s life.”

Emir Sabah and the Emperor and Empress mutually
showed warm compassion and amity, connecting
Japanese people and Kuwaiti people in deep bond of
heart. I want to express my deep gratitude for the
great diplomacy conducted by two heads of state.

* 13 billon dollars: Calculating with the exchange rate back then,
the amount is equivalent to the sum of tax payment by 125 million
Japanese people (including babies and ailing seniors) with
individual tax payment of 15,000 yen per person.




