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President of Egypt
Mohamed Morsi
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Future direction of Egypt
Is the Arab Spring turning into

severe winter?

Ryutaro Minami  Cairo-based journalist

Egypt was swept by the second wave of the
Arab Spring which seeks to overthrow long-term
dictatorship and realize democracy. 60-year old
Mohammed Morsi was sworn as Egypt’s
president on June 30, 2012. Morsi is one of
leaders of Islamist organization The The Muslim
Brotherhood and the leader of its affiliated
political party, Freedom and Justice Party. The
realization of a fair election is evaluated as the
first step toward democracy. People’s eyes are
focused on the new president and whether he
becomes a catalyst to promote democracy.

Morsi elected by a slim margin

Mohammed Morsi won Egypt’s presidential runoff
by a narrow margin over Ahmed Shafiq, 70-year old
prime minister of the previous government. Morsi
could unify and mobilized organizational votes of The
The Muslim Brotherhood, his main support base, which
contributed to his victory. Medical service and welfare
activities he promoted reached out to illiterate and
poor population and helped his win. Vote-getting
ability of a religious organization has been proven.

Morsi as a candidate repeated his goal of “
establishing an Islamic nation through introduction of
sharia into the Constitution”. This has been The The
Muslim Brotherhood’s goal from the beginning and
was a trump card to capture its organizational votes.
On the other hand, Shafiq emphasized restoration of
public security and rebuilding of economy in his
appeal to general public, military and police who
resented economic decline partially caused by post-
revolution collapse of tourism industry, increase of
crimes and traffic confusion as well as Christians who
feared an abrupt shift to a Islamic state.

In the runoff, Morsi declared, “I will become the
president for all people,” in order to gain support
from Muslims other than The Muslim Brotherhood and
young people including April 6 Youth Movement that
led the revolution against Mubarak’s government that
had been in power for decades. He further emphasized
protection of rights of minority including women and
Christians, drastically changing his stance and
deemphasizing Islam.
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Young people could not actively support Islamic
dictatorship or revival of former government and
focused on a question —- which of two candidates
should never be the president. April 6 Youth Movement
made a final decision to support Morsi in order to
prevent return of the previous government.

The election result was 51.73% for Morsi and 48.27%
for Shafiq. Morsi who stressed that his group was on the
side of the revolution and took advantage of the
revolution to maximum was elected the president in a
narrow margin.

True color of Morsi being exposed

The true intention of Morsi is to establish a Islamic
state through introduction of sharia in the domestic
politics. Although he stated that he would appoint a
woman and a Christian as vice presidents right after his
election, he appears to be looking for an opportunity to
start creating a Islamic state.

He appointed Muslims for the majority of 100
Constitution Drafting Committee members in order to
rapidly introduce sharia, causing negative reactions from
non-Islamic groups. Some Islamists convinced that era
of sharia is dawning accused a student spending time
with his fiancee in Suez as anti-Islam and murdered him
on July 1. There have been signs that Islamists are
organizing themselves into a religious police or militia.
He announced 15% increase of public pension in his first
policy announcement after his election. This can be
interpreted as a crowd-pleasing campaign to secure
reelection 4 years later.

In his foreign policy, he publicly pledged to comply
with international treaties, in a gesture to ease alarm on
the part of many Egyptians, Western countries and
Israel. However, this gesture is considered to be a
temporary tactic. In the long run, it is expected to be
likely that he will start reviewing international treaties at
an opportune time when people’s anti-Israel, anti-U.S.
sentiment gets elevated.

Concern over Egypt’ s worsening relationship
with Israel and the U.S.

Islamic extremist organization Hamas that governs
the Gaza portion of the Palestinian Territories originated
from the Muslim Brotherhood. It can be said that Egypt
and Gaza are now in brotherhood. Hamas will gain
momentum and try to control the West Bank that is
currently under jurisdiction of Palestinian Authority
chairman Abbas. Already weapons and people are
actively moving between Gaza and Egypt and some have
been arrested. If military soldiers retreat, movement of
weapons and people will be left alone. Israel will be
surrounded by Lebanon controlled by Shiite extremist
group Hezbollah closely aligned with Iran to the north,
Syria likely to be controlled by the Muslim Brotherhood
after imminent collapse of Assad government to the east,
and Egypt led by the Muslim Brotherhood and Palestine
to the south. If Iran declares to eliminate Israel from the
map and pushes those nations against Israel, the threat
against Israel will materialize. Egypt’s relationship with
Israel and the U.S. will be strained inevitably.
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Morsi hinted restoration of diplomatic relations with
Iran, but refrained from actual restoration faced with
domestic and international negative reactions. However,
he announced his policy to support protection of
Palestinian rights in his inauguration address. On the
day before his inauguration, he demanded release of
Islamic cleric Omar Abdel-Rahman currently serving a
life sentence for his involvement in 1993 World Trade
Center bombing incident in New York. During arms trade
treaty negotiation sessions at the United Nations
headquarters staring July 3, Egypt led other nations to
propose a resolution to grant a voting power to
Palestinian delegation that is currently an observer,
causing confusion and delay of the session’s opening by
one day.

Military expected to gradually transfer its power

to Morsi government

The high level military command that served an
interim government after collapse of Mubarak
government dissolved the parliament of Egypt in order to
prevent an abrupt shift to a Islamic state in anticipation
of election victory of Morsi. The military command has
been busy checking on the Muslim Brotherhood that has
seized legislative power, budgeting power for the
military, judicial power and power to appoint 100
Constitution Drafting Committee members and is
expected to run away with those powers. Some fear that
continued retention of privilege by the military that has
enormous economic interests will exacerbate power
struggles with the Muslim Brotherhood. According to
diplomats from East Asian countries stationed in Cairo
and a visiting professor of American University Cairo
School, the Egyptian military has learned the power of
the masses and is expected to gradually transfer its
power and interests to the government as soon as it is
ready. In Turkey, Prime Minister Erdogan’s government
supported by the masses is seizing power from the
Turkish military that has been championing the cause of
separation of religion and state. Similar development is
expected in Egypt.

If this kind of situation continues, it is likely that the
Egyptian government will promote a shift to a Islamic
state and an antagonistic policy against Israel. A shit to
a Islamic state may usher in the severe Arab Winter in
which religious freedom and existence of Israel are
denied. It is responsibility of each Egyptian to come out
of euphoria generated by the collapse of Mubarak
government and closely monitor Morsi government.




