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Expectation for Prime Minister Abe

to implement the best energy

s President of Salaam Association
pOhCY Ikuzo Kobayashi
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Under the government of the Democratic Party of Japan,
Japan’s “Basic Energy Plan” was stalled. DPJ
government mistook people’s anxiety and nuclear power
allergy caused by the Fukushima nuclear power plant
accident for an overwhelming support for its energy
policy advocating “zero nuclear power generation by
2030 without alternatives. Japanese people were not
swayed by such emotional argument and demonstrated
their will for a level-headed energy policy through the
election.

0il was discovered in the state of Pennsylvania in the
United States in 1859, and the world entered the century
of oil. It was British First Lord of the Admiralty Winston
Churchill who attempted to switch the energy source
from coal to oil. It was 1912 and the British Parliament
decided on the switch in 1914, seven weeks before the
start of the World War I. It was the decisive factor of
the British victory over Germany in military power. In
the history of wars, Russo-Japanese War became the
last war that used coal as the energy source.

By 1940s, the powerful nations of the world had been
fiercely competing to secure the oil resources for about
100 years. It is questionable how much Japan without
oil resources recognized the seriousness of the
competition for the oil. ABCD encirclement and oil
embargo policy against Japan initiated by the U.S.
President Roosevelt in 1941 played a major role in
pushing Japan toward the Pacific War. Japan had no
choice but to expand the war to the south in search for
the oil in Indonesia.

In the post-war period, Japan designated oilfield
development as one of the reconstruction policy based
on bitter experience of war defeat. That policy evolved
into the policy of stable oil supply after the first oil
shock in 1973. The energy mix policy (diversification of
types and areas of energy sources) was born based on
the idea that security and stability of people’s life and
Japanese economic base cannot be achieved without
stable supply of energy. This policy functioned well and
Japan overcame the second oil shock and achieved the
status of the second strongest economic power in the
world around 1985 with some scholars talking about
“Japan as No. 1.”
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The Marcellus shale gas field with the second largest natural gas
reserve extends through four states of north eastern United States,
Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio and West Virginia. Rapid production
increase and construction of pipeline are underway

With arrival of globalization era, Japan entered the age of
the global economy. Protection of global environment was
increasingly emphasized and warnings about limited
petroleum resources and global warming caused by
carbon dioxide emission. As the result, nuclear power
generation became a focus of attention as an attractive
option.

The share of the nuclear power generation in Japan’s
total electric power supply in Fiscal Year 2010 which was
976.3 billion kWh reached 31% compared to 8.3% for oil-
fired thermal power generation, 27.2% for LNG, 23.8% for
coal, 8.7% for hydroelectric and 1.2% for new type energy
according to 2011 Energy White Paper. The nuclear power
generation whose share is 31% served as a “base power
source.” Fukushima nuclear power plan accident caused
nuclear power generation to stop and brought about the
power supply emergency. As the result, LNG-fired thermal
power generation which used to serve as a “middle power
source” was elevated to a base power source. Electricity
conservation is an emergency measure for power supply
and is not sufficient in itself. It is in different dimension
compared to the energy saving policy jointly pursued
through public and private cooperation for 20 years.
Regional electric companies are filling the gap caused by
the shortage of nuclear power with gas-fired thermal
power generation among others and suffer drastic
increase of imported fuel.

The Liberal Democratic Party set forth introduction of the
best mix method for power supply (to achieve an optimum
ratio of power sources within 10 years) as one of
campaign pledges in the last lower house election. The
pledge is to achieve an optimum ratio of electric power
resources including securing nuclear power generation
and efforts to import newly emerging shale gas.

Now that 70 years have passed since ABCD encirclement,
the United States is initiating a “ban on oil import from
Iran” as a sanction against Iran’s suspected nuclear
weapons development. The sanction is in accordance with
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Charter
and the measure uses oil-producing country Iran’s oil as
a weapon against Iran. This indicates that natural
resources such as oil and natural gas are still powerful
strategic materials for security.

Japan’s crude oil self-sufficiency rate is 0.4% and
extremely low. Japan’s investment of human resources,
budget, research and technology in nuclear power
generation and its international contribution to the
reduction of carbon dioxide emission should be evaluated
fairly. Because of Fukushima nuclear power plant
accident, there remain unresolved issues of safety of
nuclear power generation. However, giving a ‘negative
evaluation’ to nuclear power generation sentimentally is
an act that goes against the flow of history. Recent lower
house election can be said to be Japanese people’s
verdict on the energy policy based on their honest
opinion. The “Basic Energy Plan” formulated once every
three years is an important policy decision that affects
people’s life and industry.

We expect the best possible decision.




