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»vr— FOWEREYS - T2 NV Public speech of Ms. Sara Akbar
ﬂé B%ﬁiﬁ E The Chief Executive Officer
. . of the Kuwait Energy Company and
(U9 z—bXTF—I—H 2 NZ—C(E0) a Kuwaiti hero, during her visit to Japan

o T— T EHME LTHELZEYS - 7oL Ms. Sara Akbar, a famous Kuwaiti hero,”
ZEMAKXBL., TH6BRREREBBALET EREE visited Japan and gave public speeches titled
ZORMEIE~BKERBZ TEEAN] L& Li%ii “Women Who Brings About a Change:

L7 Overcoming Devastation, on the Road to
ERUPHASVEL YHLIEA /7(’?}51’5* Recovery” in Tokyo and Hiroshima on July 6
NHLEI Y T— FOHEFFIRE L_CJEH] L=, 7 and 8 respectively.
g%g;%%g;?gfi'&ﬁ%g??g@: L I?uring t_he Gulf War, the Iraqi forces bombed
TH305DERC T, k=Lt - LED oil wells in Kuwait as they retreated from

Ly R7FT7E. TFRTOHHEFENSHES Kuwait under the direction, from then
214, BELEMANYAIREL] EORBELE President Saddam Hussein. 700 oil wells in
RLf=. & SEENT, Kuwait went up in flames and the sky was
WIRLGHMEFICKY OB TIRTOHFHIZE covered in smoke. It was pitch dark even at 2
KEhtz, FREFINLEDZRAE— FTOHE pm and the visibility was only 30 meters even
KDRICTHKEFHDIREYF-TI/VEED  when car headlights were turned on. The Red

ﬁ%@i;gnﬁ,ﬁme Adair Servicg and Marine Qompqny, lthe_ US
(H5—LesE IHED) company which took part in extinguishing the
oil well fires reportedly*projected that it may
AARNBELZ LEWET, 527082 take more than 4 or 5 years to extinguish the
— R LB, BHomiiig & LR, fires of all oil wells.
DEER L2 L. 2 L CEDORBRINELD NI With desperate firefighting efforts, the fires
REFLDOXY ) THREICED X 5 1o 5% of all oil wells were extinguished in 9 months.
ey = LT, Behind the speed of the firefighting activities
EPHIOIC. 19904ED A T 712K E Mo Which far exceeded the projection, there were
B CTEW W7 v = — bAoA LR (KOC) efforts by Ms. Sara Akbar who played a
TLEDO L I ICHNEHE I T-DnE w53 major role in extinguishing the fires.
EBIELELET., 2 A T 7E2KD - The contents of her speeches are as follows.
L FOMATo- A AkE#HO - L. Yok (Ikuzo Kobayashi, President of Salaam
IR, EDLHICAEXILOT-nn, =L  Association)
ED XS IS ICEN, EOTOIZ@ o

@ The United Nations Environmental Program N

NS ZEEBRELELET, (UNEP) presented the title of firefighter and
Global 500 Award to Ms. Sara Akbar for her

e — N heroic acts to extinguish oil well fires caused

D ZEREER. 1 SVFBICE>THRASINZHAFDHE by lraqi forces at the risk of her life during

MCERNZAEA T REMNTAICK Y BEREEE LY the Gulf War.

S - TFTONILERIZEBLTOME E S A—/VLE00E % @ Saddam Hussein's directive to destroy oil

5, wells, photo dated 14 October, 1998; Photo taken

Q@ HHLITEA U OMAFBRBEIESE 1998F10814 at Kuwait Petroleum Museum

B. 77— FEHEYETRE @) 700 oil wells in blaze and about 100 oi |

Q@ HEMFFXTO0E., FHFRHEITF100E wells leaked oil

@ 199156 5 12HEABFH Y Tl ) @ Evening edition of the Asahi Shimbun dated 12

\June, 1991 Y,
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I am here to share with you my experiences
as a young petroleum engineer in Kuwait
during the Iraq Invasion, and how these
experiences have shaped me as a person and
influenced my career. I want to talk about
how I became an engineer in the field for the
Kuwait Oil Company, right up until the
invasion of Kuwait by Iraq in 1990. Then I
will share some of my experiences of the
invasion, including fighting the oil fires in the
aftermath; how we felt, how we survived and
came to work and fight for our country.

A female engineer

At the Kuwait Oil Company it was a very
structured program for training. When you
joined, the Company took you through various
departments for two years; they call this
‘underdevelopment training.’ I started in the
Geology Department, I just loved it. I loved
the science. I was a very dedicated hard
worker from the beginning. I wanted to
understand, I wanted to learn as fast as I
could. So when I was about to finish the two
years of my training, the last department I
worked with was the petroleum department.

There was a course for three months to
become a driller in the field, and because I
was in the drilling department at that time and
I saw the opportunity, I asked for it. I think I
was the only woman ever who got into that
kind of workshop dedicated to all the drillers,
as they’re mostly men, but I did it.

But then I realized that if I wanted to be a
good engineer and to practice engineering I
had to be in the field. I wanted to be in the
field, I didn’t want to be in the office. So at
the end of the two years, I asked to remain in
the petroleum department. But as a woman,
and although this was very open society, they
wouldn’t allow girls to work in this
department and go in to the fields. It was only
for men. But for me it was important to work
in the fields and to try to learn the practical
aspects of my job because otherwise I would
not have felt like a real engineer, just a paper
engineer.

® Kuwait 0il Company with the headquarters in Ahmadi,
Kuwait; the world s fourth-largest oil exporter
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Your gender shouldn’t be a factor in your
training and education. But at that time the
KOC said “no, we cannot allow you to work
in the fields as we cannot ensure your safety
and we don’t want to be subject to criticism
for using girls in the fields.” I said well, I
take care of myself and I’m responsible, and
I want to be a field engineer, I don’t want to
become an office engineer. Negotiations
began between me and the company, and they
asked “if we don’t allow you, what are you
going to do?” I said “I will quit, I will find
another job”, but then here’s the difference:
we had a manager who was really, truly
open-minded, and he allowed me to go and
work in the field. He said okay, you work, but
you’ll work during the daytime. No night time
job for you.

So I started working offshore, and was
there for about two years, but then moved
onshore for about 10 years, right up until the
invasion. I worked all over Kuwait, north,
south, by day, by night, and I did a fabulous
job. It’s not because I say so, because I
remember when they had a serious problem in
any of the fields, they would call and they
would ask for me in the department. And this
is the differentiator, when people know you
are the best person to solve their problem,
regardless of gender. People who work with
me at that time still remember that, and they
appreciated it because when we worked
together in those fields we made a difference.

The Invasion

On the first day of the invasion (2/8/1990),
at six o’ clock in the morning, I was awoken
by a huge explosion from the communication
tower, which had been shot by the Iraqis. I
was staying with my brother in his flat at the
time. We woke up and I received a call from
my sister, who was the head nurse in the
Adan Hospital, saying that Kuwait is being
invaded and we have so many casualties and
people are not going to work.




FITTICERZ, BEAEREL, BEHICT7 ~T
A ZHDHH~VEFE LT, T2 WEEA
TL7, FHINIAEI, ELWhoTzdT
T, 22T, RFEFRIOZEA~ LMD WELE, 7
N R, EHLEHNWD? | B EFENICERAEL
oo MRIT TR 720, EH LEzbWnnhpbnb
W EEWE L, BT M3 RE L, BEXS
SO X, MBEOZEEHRT D7D e 3
XL EEVWELEN, T T, b
MmoT-HHID
5 LED
DIHTLT,

Z 2 CRME
FICREY,
EOETH T
VA AT
WE L7z, 7
UATIETY
7% NAT
S THEBEE LTS L OBABBIERE=19985107
&f(:imjm,yi‘%ﬁzfyﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ?t .
A7 A ot taken at Kovait
k%o“(b\i Petrovleﬁm Museum on October 14, 1998
Lz, £LT
Rl LIS &
HROBENE I 2 FE Lz, RIEOFRIIAYIZZL
SADOEENRHY F LT,

WoOH, BRITE [EARIEHCHLSMLE
T 5T, BobA4RIZEELE LT, 1
PR REH LTSNS b0 ERNE L, R
HoTHEHRWEWE B EWNE LA, BB T3
LI ENTEEHATLE, ZORRIZIRS 227>
S EBNET,

WOBOFH], RIEIZEHI LTRVONDNLT W
TOTTN, BICHTA 77 EBERIITEE L,
Z L CRMI B 2 AT TR BRI TV D03 %
D2 EEWVWE LT, HHIIARLIZOEVIREE
TL7z, ZEfECREREDL L<HV EHATLE,
ERIIIEZ N W EBNETR, AU SR
NATHRITEOTT, BOPRELERIE LR
ATEULBRRY, EBRWE LR,

Z L CHRMTRES IR Y £ Lz, SR EH=
TEHINTWDAZEEHMY, ZZTFBHIZLEE
WHFE LTz, MNTEHZ2ERHD T EH
<&, IXYavEEZHN?ZNRLMABET
ORI EF L DEHBIFICHRELTIELY, FA2H
IMEREEZ2 D00 HRTIXZDORERE T AT AT
ANEEROFEHEZFHE L TUT LY, EHEEZ 200
T H20 KT RnEniTiwy, MEZHD S A
72, RDZEMLEDDL] EEDIE LT,

@@7 DI— bOYUBORMEESIHE200H/\—LIL, )

I got dressed and immediately drove to
Ahmadi to work, and there was nobody. The
office was closed, and there was nobody at all.
So I went to Ahmad my boss’s house and I
asked him, “Ahmad, what are we going to
do?” He said, “we have no instructions, we
don’t know what to do.” I said” there must be
something to do. I mean-- there’s an
invasion, I think that we have to secure the
fields, you have to do something.” And he
said, “I really don’t know. If I find out I’ll tell
y Ou-”

So I went back home and with my brothers.
We were listening to the radio all the time, and
they were saying that you have to go and
collect weapons from Arifjan. We kept hearing
explosions and fighting throughout the night.
That first day there was lots of fighting.

The next day we went to the police station
and registered our names for taking part in
whatever activity. We didn’t know, we thought
someone will give us some instructions, and
we said we wanted arms so that we can fight.
We didn’t get anything from the police
station. But next morning and that night I
don’t think we slept, and we really didn’t
know what to do. In the morning we went out
we see the Iraqi army in the streets, and when
I saw them I said, “Are these the people we’re
afraid of? These people?” They were horrible,
hungry and in poor health. I actually felt pity
for them more than you know. I thought to
myself “it can’t be true these people invaded
us?”

Then I went back to work and I found that
the whole company has a control system in the
control room, so I stayed to help out. I said,
“Look, I’m here, I want to work, what can I
do?” And they said, “Do you know how to use
a PC?” I said, “Yes”. “Okay, here’s a PC, we
need yvou to fill in a daily report for the
government and all the activities in the field.
We’ll feed you the information and you’ll put
them in the system and you need to calculate
how much we have. We have to bring
production down from 2 million to almost
200,0008s0 we have to close wells, we have to
do a lot of work. “

(@ Kuwait's crude oil production volume at that time )

was 2 million barrels per day.
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Japanese newspapers

Q7*VNEERLE LESEREOERIBBSNIED

So I worked there until 16 January when we
had an air strike”So that’s when we stopped

because the building which was hit by the allies
was the building next to us, in the same
compound.

After the airstrike we stopped going to the
office, and we moved to a friend’s house, and
then I didn’t go to work until I think just right
after liberation, so around 27 February.

For seven months from 2 August to 27
February, We could not think anything but
survival. Because the summer temperature in
Kuwait goes up to 50 degrees, many Kuwaitis
go out of the country to avoid the hot climate
during summer. On the day of invasion, 2
August, about half of the population was out of
the country. Many who were still inside the
country subsequently escaped to the overseas.
Kuwait used to be so peaceful that people can
live with their house doors open. However,
during the occupation, people were filled with
fear and anxiety and behaved like animals in
order to survive.

I was scheduled to get married with my fiance
who lived in Bahrain a wedding ceremony in
September. I went to Iraq on 12 December to
make a phone call to my fiance.

He shouted, ‘Why don’t you escape?’ I
responded, saying, ‘I love you. But I love my
country more than you. My country needs me. I

~ have to protect oil which is my country’s

precious asset. Also I have to protect lives of
people who still remain in Kuwait through oil
production activities.’

Iraqi forces set fire to oil wells and destroyed
all infrastructures. They destroyed 85% of the
country. In Kuwait, if oil production stops, the
electricity supply stops. If electricity stops, air
conditioning stops and running water (supplied
through desalination of seawater) stops.
Approximately 50 petroleum engineers had to
maintain the lifeline for people who remained in
the country. Petroleum experts are responsible
to produce oil and protect people’s lifeline.
Meanwhile, we hid expats, provided money to
the needy people, collected and disseminated
information.”

@ The day when the multinational forces led by the US
forces started the air bombing campaign
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Firefighting

We started going back to work, and we
started to put a plan for firefighting because
we had all these fires all these explosions. We
need to know about structure and feature on
each well for firefighting. Furthermore we need
to investigate the exact backdrop of explosion.
Initially my role was to support the firefighting
teams with information and data about the
wells, because this was my job before the
invasion. I did that for three or four months.

During the survey period after liberation we
actually went to one of the wells in North
Kuwait, which was only gushing oil and wasn’t
on fire. My team, the survey team, and I asked
if we could try to close this well because it had
one valve. So we worked on it and we closed it,
and that’s when we realized we had the
capacity to do a lot of work and help. We tried
to create this Kuwaiti firefighting team because
there were more than 700 wells on fire.
Initially we asked the KOC management for
permission, and they refused. They said they
didn’t want us to be firefighting. With some
pressure we managed to persuade them, we
started to put the team together in July, and
we started firefighting in August. We worked
throughout August, September, October and
November, and in four months we controlled
42 wells.
(To be continued)

About 200 women packed the Ivy Hall Aogaku
Kaikan on 6 July where the lecture meeting was
held (sponsored by Ms. Sara Akbar Lecture
Steering Committee; Chairwoman: Akiko
Kitatani). The speech was frequently interrupted
by applauds from the audience. Although her
dedicated firefighting activities were inspiring,
the women in the audience were most
encouraged and inspired by her dedication to the
efforts to remain in her country in the spirit of
patriotism and protect oil production and lives of
people left behind in Kuwait at risk of sacrificing
her marriage.




