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Deepened international collaboration
for destruction of ISIL.:
Desired outcome of G7 Summit

lkuzo Kobayashi, President of NPO Salaam Association
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A series of ministerial-level meetings leading
to the upcoming Group of Seven Ise-Shima Summit
at the end of May have started. It is strongly desired
that Japan as the host nation achieve successful re-
sults in deepening international collaboration as the
world community faces tough issues. First, the sum-
mit should agree on the roadmap toward “the world
without nuclear weapons.” Second, the summit should
agree on the roadmap toward destruction of the ex-
tremist group, the Islamic State (ISIL). This article fo-
cuses on the latter.

Conscience of humanity demonstrated
by the end of the global confrontation
between democratic and communist
blocs

After the World War II, the world community has
been in search for a transnational world federation based
on the ideal of one world family. That ideal has taken roots
in our conscience generation after generation and provided
the ethos for realization of the ideal. The Cold War between
democracy which honors and values religion and spirit and
materialism which is based on atheistic materialism end-
ed after the Malta Summit held in December, 1989. As the
result, a global nuclear war between two superpowers, the
United States and the Soviet Union, was averted. Subse-
quently, the Soviet Union recognized religious freedom
and terminated a communist system. The Soviet Union col-
lapsed.

It can be said that the world has come to a stage to
implement a roadmap toward a transnational world federa-
tion, a system more ideal than the United Nations, centered
on the UN.

East European conflicts after the end
of the Cold War

In the wake of the end of the World War II, many
ethnic groups formed independent nations and increasing
number of nations joined the United Nations. After the end
of the Cold War, ethnic and religious confrontations within
independent nations have been causing breakup of nations
and formation of new national boundaries continuously.
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The collapse of the Soviet Union gave birth to Russian Fed-
eration and independent states in the CIS. The nation of Yu-
goslavia subsequently broke up. Those nations had been in-
corporated into a federation of nations which was formed
by socialist or communist ideology before those individual
nations reached full maturity based on their ethnic and re-
ligious identities. Formation of new nations after the Cold
War was facilitated by their weakened link to a federa-
tion and their drive for new ethnic and national identities.
While those nations are maturing as an individual nation,
they seek to join the European Union and support forma-
tion of a transnational world federation.

Unilateral declaration of the establishment
of a nation by the Islamic State (ISIL)

In June, 2014, the ISIL group declare to establish a
nation based on their control over some territories in Iraq
and Syria. This happened shortly after the United States
and European nations imposed economic sanctions against
Russia for their action of claiming sovereignty over the
Crimean Peninsula. Because of this, there was deep con-
cern about increased risk of liquefaction of national bor-
ders in Middle East formed after the World War 1. Many
were concerned about the possibility of breakup of nations
and new conflicts in Middle East and Islamic regions which
are different from breakup of nations in the central region
of the Balkan Peninsula.

The United States’ response to ISIL

The declaration of the establishment of the Islamic
State as a nation was taken most seriously by the United
States. This is because the United States was a nation which
got involved in Middle East most deeply through the Gulf
War in 1991, the Oslo peace accords in September, 1993 and
the Iraq War in March, 2003.

The Iraq War was started due to suspicions about
Hussein regime including the regime’s possible actions to
allow Al Qaeda personnel to stay in the nation, possess
and manufacture weapons of mass destruction and pre-
vent the United Nations’ inspections. The United States
was also expecting democratization of Iraq and other Ar-
ab nations in the vicinity as a result of the war. The Unit-
ed States destroyed Hussein regime by her military power,
merely showed a roadmap toward democratization of Iraq,
entrusted actual implementation of democratization to the
newly formed Maliki regime in the post-war Iraq. In other
words, the United States expected Maliki regime to govern
Iraq successfully as a party responsible. The United States
took a stance to concentrate on providing military support
from the side. Accordingly, blaming the United States for
the failure of Iraq democratization represents shifting the
responsibility for the failure from the Islam-oriented na-
tion of Iraq to the United States. The situation in Iraq then
did not allow such carefree abandon attitude to indulge in
discussion as to who is responsible.
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In reality, al Qaeda-affiliated ISIL called itself as “Is-
lamic State of Iraq” in October, 2006 and started imple-
menting a strategy to control actual territories. Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi anticipated total withdrawal of the United
States forces (which took place in December, 2011) and as-
sumed the position of the Amir (commander) of the Islamic
State of Iraq and appointed a former military officer of Hus-
sein regime as his deputy in October, 2010.

President Obama’s response to ISIL

Obama administration regarded the Muslim Broth-
erhood as a non-violent (democratic) socio-religious move-
ment and expected the group to lead the transition to an
Islamic-style democratic nation. This was a grave mistake.
Although the Arab Spring effectively contributed to col-
lapse of a long-term dictatorship through a series of dem-
onstrations by Arab masses, radical Islamists spun off from
the Muslim Brotherhood ran amok unopposed in the af-
termath of collapse of dictatorship. As a result, nations fell
into great chaos rather than giving birth to democracy. A
representative example is Egypt where President Morsi
aligned with the Muslim Brotherhood came into power. In
Tunisia, the Ennahda Movement affiliated with the Muslim
Brotherhood was empowered. Although a moderate gov-
ernment acceptable to the United States and European na-
tions was established in Libya, the nation turned into re-
cruiting ground for radical Islamists and chaos prevailed.

In case of Syria, anti-government demonstrations
escalated and radicalized under severe repression by the
Assad regime. When Syrian government’s use of chemical
weapons was revealed, President Obama had a chance to
pave the way to the end of the civil war by military force but
missed the chance. The Islamic State of Iraq took advan-
tage of this opportunity. The group sent al Qaeda-affiliat-
ed Syrians into Syria, attracted radical elements from an-
ti-government activists, and had them establish al-Nusra
Front. They waged battles against other anti-government
activists and succeeded in dragging the nation under the
civil war further into the quagmire.

The group responsible for assassination of Presi-
dent Sadat was the Egyptian Islamic Jihad spun off from
the Muslim Brotherhood. The current top leader of al Qa-
eda is Ayman al-Zawahiri who used to belong to the Mus-
lim Brotherhood.

The general public did not understand the fact that
the Muslim Brotherhood is a socio-religious movement
controlled by radicals. People in Egypt came to understand
this reality and supported the second Egyptian revolution
which gave birth to the government led by President Ab-
del Fattah el-Sisi. This is a significant and positive devel-
opment. Recently, the regional headquarters of the Muslim
Brotherhood was closed down in Jordan.

In sum, Obama administration’s understanding
about the Muslim Brotherhood was wrong. This is the rea-
son why the administration is now forced to reevaluate the
U.S. policy toward Middle East.
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Sinjar is a key junction between Raqqgah in Syria and Mosul in Iraq
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Mayville talked about the U.S. and Arab
air strikes in Syria against the jihadist
group Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS).
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Aerial bombing campaign and the U.S.-
led Coalition of the Willing

As the United States continued a misguided Middle
East policy, ISIL group declared establishment of the Is-
lamic State in territories in Syria and Iraq.

Since Obama administration could not afford any
more failures in its Middle East policy, the administration
apparently reviewed possible countermeasures against
ISIL carefully. Based on the review, the administration de-
cided to adopt the strategy which is composed of “aerial
bombings and an international coalition against the Islam-
ic State.”

The first U.S.-led bombing in Iraq was carried out
on August 8, 2014 with a state purpose of rescuing Yazidi
Christians. The first aerial bombing in Syria was carried
out on September 22, 2014 against Raqqa, the capital of
ISIL in Syria with participation of five Middle East nations.
President Obama emphasized that he “will not allow sanc-
tuary for terrorists,” and launched a “new war against ter-
rorists.”

It was first time since the withdrawal of the U.S.
forces from Iraq in December, 2011 that the U.S. govern-
ment engaged in a military action against ISIL. In helping
Iraqi government, the United States patiently waited first
for the formation of the national unity cabinet led by Prime
Minister Haider Al-Abadi, and then carried out aerial
bombings against Sinjar in Iraq near the border with Syr-
ia. President Obama started his visits to European nations
on September 3, 2014, stated that he would “dismantle and
destroy ISIL,” and appealed for “broad coalition” initiative.
He further negotiated with Persian Gulf nations led by Sau-
di Arabia as well as Jordan and carried out aerial bombings
in Syria on September 22. President Obama made an ap-
peal to other nations to join the Coalition of the Willing in
his speech before the United Nations General Assembly on
September 24. The United States succeeded in building up
an international partnership with participation of nations
from Europe, the U.S., Arab and Islamic nations under the
strategy of “aerial bombings and the Coalition of the Will-
ing” as the part of Middle East policy targeting ISIL.

The international coalition against ISIL is bringing
some results. In 2015, Ramadi which is a transportation
hub in Iraq temporarily fell under control of ISIL but was
recaptured in December. The coalition forces are aiming to
recapture Mosul which is the ISIL capital in Iraq by the end
of 2016.

Paris simultaneous terrorist attacks

Multiple terrorist attacks were carried out in Par-
is simultaneously on November 13, 2015, which killed 130
people and injured more than 350 people. It was reported
that 18 terrorists were involved in the attacks and the at-
tacks were the first large-scale coordinated attacks carried
out by ISIL outside Islamic regions.

Abdel Bari Atwan explained as follows in his in-
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terview with the Yomiuri Shimbun on December 4, 2015.
(Summary of his comments are listed.)

(1) ISIL is not an organization controlled by one indi-
vidual like al Qaeda. A collective leadership has been estab-
lished, which is composed of former military officers and
intelligence officers of the Saddam Hussein regime among
others.

(2) Former public servants of the Hussein regime
are running day-to-day operations and they include expe-
rienced experts on various fields such as taxation, medical
care and electricity.

(3) In ISIL scenario to expand their nation, the first
phase is expansion and stabilization of its main base terri-
tory and the second phase which is terrorist attacks against
the United States and Europe was to start only after com-
pletion of the first phase. In reality, ISIL was forced to tran-
sition to the second phase before completion of the first
phase. Paris terrorist attacks signify the transition to a new
phase, but it was prematurely carried out much earlier be-
fore completion of the first phase.

(4) Ttis certain that ISIL is under pressure due to the
aerial bombing campaign by the U.S.-led Coalition of the
Willing. ISIL recently lost control of Sinjar which is a stra-
tegic hub in the supply route connecting Mosul and Raqqa
where ISIL headquarters are located in Syria.

(5) For financial and military self-sufficiency, ISIL is
governing and taxing 10 million residents. ISIL controls 13
oil fields and collects tariff on exports and imports. ISIL
is capturing Russian-made weapons from Syrian govern-
ment forces and high-quality U.S.-made weapons from
Iraqi forces.

On September 27, 2015, the French Air Force con-
ducted aerial bombings in Syria for the first time. Even af-
ter the terrorist attack on the Charlie Hebdo, a French satiri-
cal weekly magazine, by a group of gunmen in January last
year, many in the French government were reluctant to start
aerial bombings in Syria because of the concerns that attack-
ing ISIL which is fighting the Assad regime would ending up
helping the regime. French aerial bombings in Syria were
carried out based on a decision which overcame such reluc-
tant attitude. In other words, the Hollande risked its political
fortune to launch the war against ISIL terrorists.

In order to frustrate such resolve of the French gov-
ernment, ISIL carried out simultaneous terrorist attacks
in Paris. Paris terrorist attacks were a declaration of war
against France by ISIL. Suicide bombing terrorist attacks
by ISIL fighters represent an ISIL action of war in the high-
est order.

The international collaboration against ISIL by the
Coalition of the Willing was gradually enhanced. Because
Turkey enhanced border control efforts, restriction was
tightened on the physical distributions, human movement
including fighters and flow of funds obtained through oil
smugglings in ISIL-controlled territories. France’s partici-
pation in the aerial bombing campaign increased already
severe pressure on ISIL.
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Japan’s more active efforts (other than
direct military assistances) beyond hu-
manitarian aid should be proposed

In the wake of Paris terrorist attacks, French Pres-
ident Francois Hollande issued an emergency declaration
and announced continuation of aerial bombings. The pur-
pose of aerial bombings is to destroy the enemy which is the
ISIL core and the emergency declaration is a war-time do-
mestic counterterrorist measure.

President Obama said, “Although ISIL is not an exis-
tential threat to the United States, it is a group of murderers
with a skewed Islamic belief. Until we expel ISIL from Syria
and Iraq and eventually destroy it, we will continue pursu-
ing the goal energetically. The world community needs to
unite against terrorism.”

Likewise, ISIL is certainly not an existential threat
to Japan. Japan has been working with the international
community and providing humanitarian assistance Japan
is good at. It is certain that Japan is highly evaluated by
the world community for its foreign policy of proactive con-
tribution to peace a pillar of which is humanitarian assis-
tance. However, Japan should not give an impression that
she is pursuing only humanitarian assistance just to fulfill
an obligation to the international community.

Japan should offer an in-depth proposal about Ja-
pan’s role in destruction of ISIL. There is a high expectation
that Japan prepares and proposes a new, broad tactics with
input from all experts.

FootNote

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi

ISIL: Al Qaeda in Iraq (AQlI), Its Jordanian head, Abu Musab al-
Zargawi was killed by the U.S. military bombings in June, 2006.
He was a Shiite, considered even foreigners as enemies of
God, and repeated indiscriminate terrorist attacks against them.
Baghdadi inherited the group, ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant) after al-Zarqawi’s death and was responsible for its
battles. He was exalted as the caliph of the Islamic State by ISIL
on June 29, 2014.

Abdel Bari Atwan

Former editor-in-chief of Al-Quds Al-Arabi, a pan-Arab daily
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