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of the bridge between Saudi Arabia and
Egypt across the Red Sea (1)

Ryutaro Minami, Cairo-based journalist
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Egyptian end of the bridge
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Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud made his first official visit to Egypt after his inau-
guration on April 7. He met Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi and agreed to build a bridge over the Red
Sea to link two countries on April 8. The bridge to con-
nect the Asian continent and the African continent is
expected to increase intercontinental trades and con-
tribute to political unity of the region.

King Salman bin Abdulaziz Bridge

President al-Sisi is proposing to name the bridge as
“King Salman bin Abdulaziz Bridge.” The bridge to be con-
structed extends 50 kilometers over the Red Sea from Ras
El-Sheikh Hamid in northern Saudi Arabia to Ras Nas-
rani in Egypt near prominent Egyptian resort, Sharm El-
Sheikh. (In comparison, the total length of the Seto Long-
Bridge composed of a series of six bridges is 12 kilometers.)
The bridge will be built near Tiran Island and Sanafir Is-
land which are strategic points at the entrance of the Gulf
of Agaba.
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Egypt agreed to promote from Ras El-Sheikh Hamid in northern

investment in 17 proj- SaudiArabiato RasNasraniin Egypt.
ects in education and
energy including construction of power generation plants
among others. Construction of schools, residential hous-
ing and power generation plants is planned in southern Si-
nai around the Egyptian end of the bridge. It is expected to
stimulate economic activities in the vicinity and surround-
ing countries.

Because the construction cost of the bridge is to be
entirely funded by Saudi Arabia, the recent Saudi king’s
visit to Egypt brought extraordinary benefit to Egypt..




