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“Meeting of supreme Islamic leaders”
held to prevent escalation of the Gulf War into religious war

lkuzo Kobayashi, President of Salaam Association
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Iraqi Army T-72M main battle tanks. The T-72M tank was a common Iraqi battle
tank used in the Gulf War.
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Iraqi soldiers advancing while hiding behind
an armored personal carrier to defend
against Kuwaiti bombardment. (August 3,
1990 evening issue of the Yomiuri Shimbun)

A meeting of supreme Islamic leaders was held
in Cairo, Egypt on October 21, 1990. It took place in
the height of the Gulf crisis triggered by Iraqi military’s
occupation of Kuwait. The meeting was sponsored by
the Rev. Sun Myung Moon, the founder of the Holy
Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christi-
anity (currently the International Family Federation for
World Peace). The Rev. Moon sent a message to the
meeting with strong expectation for religious leaders,
especially Islamic religious leaders to fulfill their re-
sponsibility to avert transformation of the Gulf crisis
into religious war.

1. Iraqi invasion of Kuwait

At 2 am on August 2nd 1990, more than 300 tanks
and 100,000 Iraqi troops crossed the border with Kuwait.
The Kuwaiti army resisted the invasion for 8 hours, but the
Iraqi troops controlled the entire Kuwait by the end of the
day. Kuwait’s Emir, Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
fled from the Dasman Palace and established a government
in exile in Saudi Arabian resort Taif. The United Nations
Security Council held an emergency session and adopted a
resolution on the same day which condemned the Iraqi in-
vasion of Kuwait strongly and demanded immediate and
unconditional withdrawal of the Iraqi troops (the UN Se-
curity Council resolution 660).

Asthere was an indication that Iraqg may invade even
Saudi Arabia, the United States, the Great Britain, France
and the Soviet Union formed an encirclement line to con-
tain the Iraqi troops on August 6. 4000 United States troops
including airborne troops with fighter jets were dispatched
on the 7th and they arrived in the base in Dharan, Saudi
Arabia by the 8th. They joined with troops dispatched from
other countries and formed a multi-national force.

The United Nations Security Council expected the
Arab League to take an initiative to resolve the crisis be-
cause “the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait was considered to be
a conflict within the Arab region.” In response, Egyptian
President Mubarak demanded immediate withdrawal
of the Iraqi troops and called for “resolution by peaceful
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Kuwait citizens in Egypt marching in
demonstration against Iraqi invasion of their

talks” on the condition of restoration of Emir Al-Jaber to
power. However, Iraqi President Saddam Hussein declared
annexation of Kuwait as “19th province of Iraq” on August
9, which precluded the resolution by peaceful talks.

2. Offense and defense within the Arab
League during the Gulf Crisis

The Arab League was established in March, 1945 as
a regional organization for cooperation among Arab coun-
tries in the height of Arab nationalism movement. Under
the proposal from Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser,
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country in Cairo on August 3. (August 4, 1990
morning issue of the Yomiuri Shimbun)
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it started holding the Arab Summit in 1963.

The Camp David Ac-
cords were achieved in Sep-
tember, 1978 under which
Egyptian President Anwar
El Sadat and Israeli Prime
Minister Menachem Begin
agreed bilateral ceasefire
and mutual recognition.
Egypt, the leader of the Ar-
ab League thus virtually
undermined the common
policy of the League toward
Israel based on the policy
of “no peace, no negotiation
and no recognition.” As the
result, Egypt was expelled
from the Arab League in
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The Camp David Accords were
signed by Egyptian President Anwar
El Sadat(right) and Israeli Prime
Minister Menachem Begin(left) at the
mediation of U.S. President Carter on 17
September 1978, following twelve days
of secret negotiations at Camp David.
3 leaders at Marine Corps Parade on
7 September,1978. From left to right:
Menachem Begin, Jimmy Carter and
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At an Arab summit in Cairo on
Aug. 10, a dozen Arab leaders
adopted a resolution condemning
the invasion, calling for Iraq's
unconditional withdrawal and
agreeing to send an all-Arab
military force to Saudi Arabia.
Irag's allies dissented in that vote.
(August 11, 1990 evening issue of
the Mainichi Shimbun)
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1979 and the Arab League
headquarters were relocat-
ed to Tunis, Tunisia.

In 1990, Egypt rejoined the Arab League and the
League headquarters returned to Cairo. However, serious
internal divisions remained in the League.

In response to the Iraqi statement of “annexation of
Kuwait” on August 9, the United Nations Security Council
unanimously adopted a resolution to make the annexation

Anwar Sadat (White House Photographs
Collection)

invalid.

The emergency session of the Arab Summit was held
on August 10 and adopted by majority support 7 action
items including dispatch of the Joint Arab Force, econom-
ic sanctions against Iraq, restoration of the administra-
tion led by Kuwaiti Emir Al-Jaber, stationing of the Unit-
ed States and multinational forces in Saudi Arabia. Twelve
countries including Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Qatar, Oman, Bahrain, Syria, Moroc-
co, Somalia, Lebanon and Djibouti supported them. Iraq,
Libya and PLO were against them. Jordan, the Sudan and
Mauritania declined to take a position and Algeria, Yemen
abstained. Tunisia did not attend the session.

It was reported that angry words were exchanged




FHYS—LA

Salaam Quarterly Bulletin

. TS TEHERB, hXx—L, A=, N—L—V
U7 EQy O, YRIUT LNV VTFD 12 HE,
KAtE., 4527, VET, PLO, I INEY, A—&K
V. ®B—URZT, FEZ, TV UT A AV, A
"%bﬂbi?n"“/‘w}_”(“%ofzo
IRV I B IO b E NN Th - b is

z%hto%hf%/77ﬁﬁf®§£%&%ﬁht/7
7éw£%abfﬁﬁénkca®%%@ﬁ%<\@O?
THHZ B PR A 2B THRIRLIzC L i,
FEE D ERHZREIGE LB SR T2 T L RN ﬁk%%
TB5LEREST, TAVADT vy 2 KFAIZEBIC
REEEONd %) LORHERE LR,

HE Vr—UE)l s Iz - EENDLT v a KiiH

« CRBURFDRNA Z 7 TR ZFATICE T K 5 B5E U 7= 2
@ A5NTz. KIZTOEFEZ TREGEHIEZ IR DRI
WCHATICBTENREMNT ] &L, [T 2 2 KitiHIE L
TR0 H o 2 HEZEZITICE TRz Lzl & LT,
157 O EESICEE A Y S 5 #H 2 KIHL z,
HHI0H, 79 78HEHE LTI T M
3000 A\ Y7 SETICEIE L,

3. 45 VBIEDEE LY EL-TEAVD

AERBPAR

1979 FEA T VIEA AT LEH EZOMEZ 5= L
WEEA AT LEEEZEDOFEICEIZ AT . 4X7A$A
BEBE U, BEROBRINET T THENOA AT LIFEHT:
REFHE L —EREET 82 o ko,

AT VCHEL Y —TIRENWA 27 7 TEIE T4 RS
LRI Ay O | 2 ENE R EEZ Tz GCC GBI
I8 1981 4 5 HICHKH R ENT=D & Z DF IR
WdsdTEdH o7,

COBENBRERGTZ TOIEEIFRZEIA T 71257
DCTHB, 17731V ekEREOEERET ST
THELEANIC 60% &EDY—TIIREZHAATWENDTH S,
UG MERB L G2 ARG 2EITHD., 5 2 H
&7V R ERIEAND IR @R R < BHEIC R LILHITH -
Teo THA VBRI N=ZARO—HMIETH O, & HITH,
X WO RRE EE NSO T « 7 ) v S HEEE
TS, MEERICX->TaAYFa—I)LENTWEDT
Holee LIeh> TEDOBUEREIZ A Y ZIRDJF - H
DXFETHEDTEEM > T2,

YRL - TA IO X575 HE DM 7 BMERLAR 72 5
BENCTBIeDATY « AT 7 [>THITZE NS DDA
THH5 AATLEMOEHE NI IETER I KL D
KR TH-Tz, DFD HBEOZBBICESINTWIZEEE
E D7z EUTHRES ukb\’(%fda\%’(%%o

YRLOEH LI A5« —TIRICHFILEAY =
IR 72705 L LTOR=AZ 7S THEEDAZ 5
SRR AT, AV ZIRT T TEEENO RIS X LN

and chaos prevailed in the session. Nevertheless, it was sig-
nificant that the Arab Summit session was held to seek vol-
untary resolution of the crisis within the Arab region. The
fact that the 7 action items were adopted by majority votes
meant that the Arab countries officially went along with
the United Nations Security Council resolution. The United
States President Bush immediately issued a statement sup-
porting the Arab Summit resolution.

On the same day, Kuwaiti Emir Al-Jaber sent a let-
ter to President Bush requesting the United States to im-
plement the sanctions against Iraq. The United States used
this request as the “legal base for immediate and effective
implementation of economic sanctions”. President Bush
stated that he had made a decision to implement all nec-
essary measures and initiate naval blockade against Iraq.

On the 10th, 3000 Egyptian troops arrived in Saudi
Arabia as the first group of the Joint Arab Force.

3. True intention of Iraqi regime and
popularity of Saddam Hussein

Again a backdrop of emergence of Islamic funda-
mentalism, Islamic revolution led by a radical Islamist was
carried out in Iran in 1979. Success of the Iranian revolu-
tion stimulated Islamic fundamentalists within the Arab
countries and caused their further radicalization.

Neighboring Arab countries with substantial popu-
lation of Shiites considered “export of Islamic Republic rev-
olution” as a potential threat. Formation of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) in May, 1981 was to cope with such
threat.

The country which faced such threat most acutely
was Iraq. Iraq shares border with Iran and 60% of its pop-
ulation are Shiites. Sunnis which formed foundation of the
regime amounted to 20% of the entire population and re-
maining 20% strongly identified themselves with the Kurds
and were critical toward the regime.

Iraq’s Hussein regime was ruled by one party, the
Baath Party. Hussein’s relatives and those from Tikrit,
Hussein’s hometown formed the inner core of its military,
police and political party. Iraq was controlled by the secret
police. Because of this, the regime was not supported by
the Sunni fundamen-
talists.

Saddam Hus-
sein’s true intention
in starting the Iran-
Iraq war was to solid-
ify his fragile foun-
dation of the regime.
The “potential threat
of export of the Is-
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Saddam Hussein in 1980 when he started the
Iran-lraq War (IB ZINE)

lamic revolution” was
a convenient excuse.
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The United Nations Security
Council adopted by
overwhelming majority a
resolution allowing limited

use of force against Iraq which
annexed Kuwait by force and
held foreigners as hostages.
(August 26, 1990 issue of the
Asahi Shimbun)
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Iraq could initiate a war under the pretext that it was for
“Gulf countries exposed to the common threat.”

The posture of Saddam Hussein as the “hero of the
Sunni Arabs who stood against Shiite Iranians” attracted
support from the Arab League and Saddam gained pop-
ularlity among masses in the Sunni Arab countries. The
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait took place only two years after the
end of the Iran-Iraq war, and Saddam’s popularity was still
strong among masses in the Arab countries.

4. Strategy of Saddam cornered:
“Human shield” and “Israel linkage”

On August 17, Iraq under seize by the multinational
force and economic blockade declared the “hostage-taking
operation” to come out of the predicament. On August 24,
Iraqi troops encircled foreign embassies in Kuwait and is-
sued a notice on termination of diplomatic privilege. The
United Nations Security Council overwhelmingly adopted
the resolution to allow ‘limited use of force to secure effec-
tiveness of sanctions” on August 25.

The hostage-taking operation is a strategy to use
hostages placed in the Iraqi buildings targeted by the
multinational force as a “human shield” to deter the offen-
sive. Because of this strategy, the offense and defense were
prolonged.

Furthermore, Saddam Hussein demanded with-
drawal of foreign troops from the Arab region as the condi-
tion for withdrawal of Iraqi troops from Kuwait. More spe-
cifically, he demanded the troop withdrawal from the areas
occupied by Israel since the Third Middle East War in 1967
including the West Bank of the Jordan River, Gaza and the
Golan Heights. In other words, he launched the so-called
“Israel linkage” strategy, saying “If the United Nations de-
mands Iraqi troop withdrawal from Kuwait, the UN should
likewise demand Israeli troop withdrawal from the occu-
pied territories of Palestine.” He then appealed to the mass-
es in Palestine and Arab areas for “Arab unity against West-
ern countries and Zionists” and “jihad” against the infidels.

The United States President Bush characterized this
appeal as “Iraq’s new scheme to avoid isolation from the
international community.” He issued a statement that “the
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The Emir of Kuwait, Sheik Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, came before the United
Nations General Assembly to plead for his country's liberation from Iraqg, urging
the organization to stand by the sanctions it has imposed on Iraq (Sep 27, 1990)
= page67,"Kuwait"published by Kuwaiti embassy in Japan, Feb 28, 2000)
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Gulf Crisis and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict should be
separated,” and rejected the condition of troop withdrawal
from Hussein.

In the Arab foreign ministers meeting in Tunis on
October 20, the foreign ministers challenged the Iraqi de-
mand by issuing a statement that they “confirmed that
linking the Gulf Crisis to the Palestinian issue was wrong.”

5. Emir Al-Jaber’s speech at the United

Nations and the National Congress in
Jedda

On September 27, Emir Al-Jaber delivered a speech
at the United Nations General Assembly in New York. He
express his deep gratitude for the international communi-
ty’s support for Kuwait, and appealed for liberation of Ku-
wait. He stated, “An independent, sovereign nation and a
UN member country is about to be occupied, annexed and
eliminated by force. The destiny of a country is in the hands
of the United Nations.”

Emir Al-Jaber held the National Congress in Jedda
from October 13 to 15. More than 1000 people including
citizens of Kuwait escaping to and staying in Saudi Arabia,
or evacuated in Bahrain, Egypt, Syria and Jordan gathered
at the Congress. Emir Jarber, Prince Saad and participants
representing many fields and walks of life exalted Emir Ja-
ber as the chief elected by the people and united with him.
They confirmed their determination to unite to fight a holy
war to liberate their homeland.

6. Dangerous traps of the “Israel-link-
age” strategy

Saddam Hussein has long been promoting the “dou-
ble standard theory.” The double standard theory has
spread a perception that the Western countries are lenient
toward Israel and strict toward Arab countries in the Middle
East region. Saddam ;
utilized this double
standard theory as a
strategy against the
United Nations res-
olution. Thus the Is-
rael-linkage strategy
was created.

Although the
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dam pointed out is on August 12, 1990, Iraqi president, Saddam
something which Hussein, stated that Israel’s withdrawal from

the occupied territories was a necessary
should be resolved, precondition for Iraq’s evacuation of Kuwait.
it is very different is-

sue in term of the time, background and region. It is total-
ly separate issue which has nothing to do with the issue of

pied territories Sad-
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On October 8, a Palestinian riot
in the old city of Jerusalem
(Oct 9, 1990 morning issue of
Yomiuri Shimbun)
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invasion and annexation of Kuwait carried out by Saddam
Hussein. Nevertheless, he continued arguing strongly that
“If the United Nations demands Iraqi troop withdrawal
from Kuwait, the UN should likewise demand Israeli troop
withdrawal from the occupied territories of Palestine.” At
that time, tension between Israel and Palestine continued
in the West Bank of the Jordan River and there was a high
risk that an unpredictable conflict may break out in the ho-
ly land of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Saddam Hus-
sein apparently aimed at inducing an unpredictable conflict
in Jerusalem which can cause riots and PLO uprising. If
this occurs, the Gulf War may have escalated into a reli-
gious war between Judaism/Christianity and Islam.

fringe Jewish group attempts to lay cornerstone for a “third temple” in
Palestinians riot and Israeli police fire live bullets into the mob._

Saddam Husse-
in criticized the multi-
national force deployed
in Saudi Arabia includ-
ing Mecca, Islamic holy
land, and claimed that
“the holy land Mecca
fell in the hands of the
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Rev. Sun Myung Moon delivers the Founder's Address at the Second Assembly of
the World's Religions on August 18, 1990, San Francisco.

United States and Zion-
ists.” He also called for
a “holy war to regain
the holy land” in Jeru-
salem as if to remind
people about the Cru-
sade war and appealed
for the Arab unity. His
series of claims indicate
that the Israel-linkage
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October 8, 1990: In the bloodiest day of the
intifada, Israeli police respond to a Palestinian
demonstration by killing 20 people and
wounding many others. Called the incident
of the Temple Mount, the Palestinians

were protesting plans by an Israeli fringe
group to construct a Jewish temple on the
site of Jerusalem’s holiest Islamic shrines.
(screenshot:Jerusalem Post website)

strategy was extremely
dangerous traps.

He continued to hope for such development to the
end. He ordered launching of 38 Scud missiles against Is-
rael during the Gulf War which started on January 17, 1991.

7. Message of the Rev. Sun Myung Moon
during the meeting of supreme Islamic

leaders

As the risk of the military clash between the Iraqi
troops occupying Kuwait and the multinational force in-
creased, the danger of unpredictable conflict also increased
in the unstable Palestine area as Saddam Hussein aimed at
through his Israel-linkage strategy. In the midst of this cri-
sis, the Rev. Sun Myung Moon held a meeting of supreme
Islamic leaders in Cairo Egypt on October 21, 1990 as part
of the World Religious Assembly. 18 Islamic leaders from
various countries including Syria’s Grand Mufti, Ahmed
Kuftaro attended the meeting.

As the sponsor of the meeting, the Rev. Sun Myung
Moon who is a world-class religious leader from South Ko-
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rea, sent a message.

His message focused on the Gulf Crisis and strong-
ly reminded Islamic religious leaders’ responsibility to pre-
vent escalation of the Gulf Crisis into a religious war.

In sum, the message advocated that (1) the root of
peace is God and only those who follow God’s Will can
achieve peace; On the contrary, Satan is trying to cause re-
ligious and racial wars as the last offensive to bring doom
to the mankind; (2) The reason why the Middle East is most
tension-filled area on the earth is that the region is the bat-
tlefield of war between God and Satan; (3) All religious peo-
ple have a mission to reject the evil force which likes racial
and religious conflicts and promote God’s Will to seek the
world peace; (4) Just as Jesus and Muhammad gained vic-
tory through self-sacrifice and tribulation, the unchanging
justice of God is to prioritize the interest of the entire world
over the interest of one nation; and (5) Religious leaders
have a greatest responsibility for peace in the present cir-
cumstance in which a religious war may break out.

8. Basic views of Islamic religious leaders

Although the materials on the contents of the meet-
ing of supreme Islamic leaders is not available, I am going
to introduce the basic views of Islamic religious leaders, cit-
ing the Washington Times editorial titled “Saddam and Is-
lam” which introduced views of Islamic leaders during the
Gulf War. (The Washington Times editorial “Saddam and
Islam” dated January 24, 1991)

“If two parties among the Be-
lievers fall into a quarrel, make ye
peace between them: but if one of them
transgresses beyond bounds against
the other, then fight ye (all) against
the one that transgresses until it com-
plies with the command of Allah; but if
BHO—35> TheQuran jt complies, then make peace between

them with justice, and be fair: for Al-
lah loves those who are fair (and just). (Quran 049.009)

It is written that the most authoritative Islamic re-
ligious figure declared that “Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait” vio-
lates principles of the Quran.

e

=
=
.= S

FRAINVKE 970 FICERBEINEHRAREOKT, HEF—MRRFLELTOHEE
HEEHTS. AVIROEEHABHEELTAYZROBALE LTDERER DO,
LUBDT ANIVKERR. IS5V F < A—L AZIV < I\TER

Al-Azhar University(left) in Cairo is the oldest university in the world, established
in 970. As “Sunni Islam”s most prestigious university, it has the authority of the
head temple as well. Photo: Grand Imam of al-Azhar at that time, Gad al-Haq
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On November 29, the United Nations
Security Council adopted the resolution
678 which virtually allowed use of force
and all necessary measures to urge Iraq to
withdraw from Kuwait with final deadline
of January 15, 1991. (November 30, 1990
evening issue of the Chunichi Shimbun)

Gad al-Haq, then president of Al-Azhar Universi-
ty and Grand Imam stated that “both the Arab world and
non-Arab world, Muslims and non-Muslims have made ef-
forts to make the oppressor (Saddam Hussein) stop inva-
sion. Because the oppressor rejected such efforts, the war is
justified.” He further showed his view about the reason to
support the war against Saddam Hussein, saying, “The true
enemy of Islam is not the West but unbelievers.” He said,
“The Quran distinguishes fighting Christians and Muslims
who believe the same God from fighting infidels who be-
lieve neither God nor the Day of the Last Judgment.” He
pointed out that the materialism is at the root of Saddam
Hussein’s socialistic dictatorship which he rejects.

9. The UN Security Council resolution
which allows use of force against Iraq
with withdrawal deadline of January 15

On November 29, the United Nations Security Coun-
cil adopted the resolution 678 which virtually allowed use
of force to by granting the authority to employ all neces-
sary measures against Iraq to force Iraq to withdraw from
Kuwait with final deadline of January 15, 1991. The vote
was by the majority support for the resolution. 12 member
countries supported the resolution, 2 opposed (Yemen and
Cuba) and one abstained (China).

Hussein insisted on the battle and did not change
his confrontational posture. Although a direct dialogue be-
tween President Bush and President Hussein was agreed
subsequently, disagreement over the agenda between the
United States and Iraq which advocated Israel-linkage was
too big. Thus the early realization of the dialogue was not
likely. In response to Iraqi announcement about release of
all hostages, President Bush stated “This development does
not change my view that Iraq needs to comply with the UN
resolution 100% unconditionally,” and emphasized his pos-
ture to maintain his demand of immediate, unconditional
and total withdrawal of the Iraqi troops. The United Na-
tions postponed the discussions on Palestine.

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) held a summit
in Doha on December 26 and adopted the Doha Declara-
tion which demands unconditional withdrawal of the Iraqi
troops from Kuwait and restoration of Kuwaiti official gov-
ernment. On January 6, foreign ministers from Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt and Syria issued a communique which states
“Iraq’s efforts to emphasize the cause of Palestine to jus-
tify annexation of Kuwait by force cannot be recognized.
Iraq which continues adventuristic policy is not qualified
to discuss resolution of the Middle East problems or secu-
rity issues.

Negotiations were held to avert the war until the last
minute, but Iraq ran out of time to withdraw before the
deadline. The United Nations’ mediation was terminated.
The United States gave up on the diplomatic efforts and in-
dicated early use of force.




FHYS—LA

Salaam Quarterly Bulletin

10. ZBFES. WEOE 1Fi
‘ , w  ZEEEHE68 /1. AT 7H 54
Jio 19914F 1 A 17H41G 2 IE,
T AV ADY 2 T)VY A TS
BEYIITIETDAIAR
> 7V XEREOIREDO T,
BT - IR O BIFRO S
v snic, KiFh~vk—7o
EF15 HBIC K 2145 V1%
B LTz, HORIWIBRT 18
aRE . HoC L ThoT, ZEFEH
RN A T 7 Fh R B Lzt
BQUP S R/ AVY IRy IS
EER LU, — I INVE VEE
INVO—#HDO I Y A )Y A N7
FIFEERICHE LB bNn
e THI18H 19 HIE, A9 7DIVAIVHA AT
VAR U, I A 2T TI)VDOHI % HAF > TWOIzh,
A AT TIVIZIRIER HE LTz, HIENMBEENOLELIEZ D
BB, A ATTIVIIRET THRIEZ Lah >,

2 A 24 Bl 4 W, ZEEEHEEH B B EHASOLMH
RN A S N EWABI I Nz, 70 2 — MTRINICE
TR ANT-ZEEEEOPICIIY T Y7 587 THEIH
X272 4000 N7 = — Mg ENn Wiz, 197
HFZ 7Y 2 — ST B ERTIC 700 AL EDOHHA:Z
18 - RESEB L LEIC, 77— MTTRZERSHE &
L CHEfT LTz,

— HHBCROHT 26 HEE A Z 7ok, 45 7 #Hill
BEMUZEBAZRLEAT. 7V x—FOHEFEEOMNT
Holee EINETHFERLTERRVAFF LIERNE
DY =i LTh, TEEMTMN TRV LD
THRHLUZ, TOTEICEXD 40 HHICLTA I 7 I3FEH
EHAELU 7z,

ECRZHAIV - FE—T=1991F
1 A 18 Bft&EB% - #7

Cruise missile Tomahawk (January
18, 1991 morning issue of the
Mainichi Shimbun)

10. The Gulf War, Operation
“Desert Storm”

680 thousand troops of the multinational force and
540 thousand troops of Iraq. Under the command of the US
Commander Schwarzkopf and Saudi Defense Minister Sul-
tan Aziz, the Operation Desert Storm of the Gulf War be-
gan at 2 am on January 17, 1991. The United States military
started bombing of Iraq with Tomahawk missiles and F-15
fighters. It was 18 hours after the deadline for withdraw-
al. The multinational force gained air superiority against
Iraq on the same day by aerial bombardment utilizing high
technology. On the other hand, although the multinational
force appeared to have destroyed almost all missile sites
along the border with Jordan, Iraq launched missile attacks
against Israel on January 18 and 19. As the world watched
Israel’s reaction, Israel restrained itself and did not retali-
ate against Iraq. Internal debates between those who sup-
port retaliation and those who do not continued on, but Is-
rael abstained from retaliation to the end.

At 4 am on February 24, the multinational force sent
troops from both the ground and the sea and the ground
war started. The multinational force units which entered
Kuwait first included 4000 Kuwaiti soldiers who went
through the military trainings in Saudi Arabia. The Iraqi
troops fled from Kuwait after they had destroyed and set
fire more than 700 oil wells. They abducted Kuwaiti citi-
zens as prisoners of war.

In lopsided defeat, the state-owned Iraqi Broadcast-
ing conveyed the order to withdraw Iraqi troops on Febru-
ary 26. This was de facto liberation of Kuwait. It also re-
ferred to the linkage between the Palestine issue and the
Gulf Crisis issue that had been advocated, and stated the
position not to link them directly. Thus, Iraq was virtually
defeated 40 days after the start of the war.




