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Aggressiveness of Islam
and Imam’s anti-terrorism
declaration

Satoshi Ogawa, Vienna-based journalist
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Charlie Hebdo shooting took place on 7 January 2015. Two brothers, Said and
Chérif Kouachi, forced their way into the offices of the French satirical weekly
newspaper Charlie Hebdo in Paris, Armed with assault rifles and other weapons,
they killed 12 people and injured 11 others.

The photo was taken near the headquarters of Charlie Hebdo just several hours
after the shooting.(Creative Commons, Thierry Caro / Jérémie Hartmann)
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There is no solution which ignores the reality.
The same is true with the solution of the problem of Is-
lamist terrorism. In Europe, some people delete a word
“Islamic” from Islamic extremist terrorism incidents
and look at those incidents as extremist terrorist inci-
dents. This is nothing but sophistry in terms of logic
and reality. There is no other way to deal with Islamic
extremist terrorism than returning to the teaching of
Islam and humbly searching for the truth. Hiding be-
hind the logic of “that is not true Islam” does not lead
to a solution and is irresponsible.

TExcuse made by Islamic law scholars
shortly after a series of terrorist shoot-
ings in Paris, France in the beginning
of 2015

Three Islamist terrorists attacked the headquarters
of the French weekly newspaper Charlie Hebdo and a Jew-
ish store in France. Those incidents ushered the recent se-
ries of Islamist terrorist incidents in Europe. In response to
a journalist’s question at that time, a moderate French Is-
lamic law scholar argued, “Terrorists are not true Muslims.
Islam has nothing to do with terrorism,” and repeated that
Islam does not condone terrorism.

On the other hand, Western journalists rebutted,
saying, “Terrorists carrying out terrorist attacks in the
world invariably cite the Koran and praise Allah. Arguing
that they have nothing to do with Islam is a mere excuse.”
Terrorists themselves claim that they are Muslims.

Latent violent nature of monotheism

Professor Jan Assmann, a theologian, explains
“Monotheism has latent violent nature. Those who believe
absolute and unique God cannot accept those who believe
in other monotheism. Thus, they try to defeat them by vio-
lence.” He cites Islamic extremist terrorism as an example.
He argues that actions of the international terrorist group
Al Qaeda reflect monotheistic Islam’s latent violence.
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The professor points out, “Violent nature is seen in
Islam because Islam is lagging behind in separation of its
teaching and politics. Other monotheisms namely Judaism
and Christianity have been practicing separation of religion
and politics for long time.” He argues that establishment of
fundamentally non-political concept of Islam is urgent in
order to eliminate violent nature of Islam.

Violent nature of the Islamic State and Boko Haram
is proof of Professor Assmann’s theory. Islamic fundamen-
talist terrorist groups escalate sword rattling violent actions
with a sense of mission to punish God’s enemies. He argues
that such violent nature is not found in Judaism and Chris-
tianity which share the same father of faith Abraham with
Islam. Professor Assmann explains, “Judaism and Christi-
anity have already passed through the process to eliminate
political elements of monotheism. In case of Judaism, it is
Messianism which is the basis of Judaism’s elitism. That is
expectation for advent of the savior. In case of Christian-
ity, it has eliminated violent nature latent in its teaching by
emphasizing difference between the Kingdom of Heaven on
Earth and the Kingdom of Heaven in Heaven.”

Non-politicization of Judaism and Chris-
tianity

In the Old Testament, God of the Jews is called “a
jealous God” (Exodus 20). In the past history, Jews followed
God and defeated pagans. With passing of time, Jews sup-
pressed their fangs. Among monotheisms, Judaism alone
does not promote missionary works. This is because they
defined difference of their position from other religious
sects by maintaining their sense of identity as God’s chosen
people.

On the other hand, Christianity fully manifested
its violent nature in the Middle Age as shown in expedi-
tions of the Crusades. Christianity subsequently experi-
enced Enlightenment, eliminated its violent nature and
implemented separation of
religion and politics. Howev-
er, Roman Catholicism with
1.2 billion followers through-
out the world still adheres
to its identity as “the only
universal Christian church
which inherit Jesus’ teach-
ings” under its church theol-
ogy. In other words, it is de-
claring that it “monopolizes
the truth.” This is written
in “Dominus Jesus” (2000
published by Pope John Paul IT

It boastfully states,
“History of religion was a
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battle between the absolute truth and other absolute truths.
In terms of doctrine, the Catholic Church still monopolizes
the truth,” showing a sense of superiority to pagans. If this
is the case, it means the Catholic Church still has latent vio-
lent nature.

In any case, one cannot deny that latent violent
nature can be seen in three major monotheisms derived
from Abraham, namely Judaism, Christianity and Islam,
in terms of doctrine.

Islamic leaders who stood up

At this time, Muslims from Austria stood up. Islam-
ic leaders (imams) in Austria gathered in the Islamic Cul-
ture Center in Vienna on June 14 this year and signed “Anti-
Terrorism Declaration” in protest against Islamic extremist
terrorism. This was the first such signing of anti-terrorism
declaration by Islamic leaders in Europe. About 180 imams
attended the signing ceremony and other imams sent their
signature by mail. More than 300 imams in total attached
their signatures.
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On June 14, Austria's Muslim community gathers at the Vienna Islamic Centre to
make a joint statement against extremism and terrorism

following the London attack, after more than 300 imams sign a declaration.
(YouTube)

Signing of Anti-Terrorism Declaration was proposed
by the Austria Islamic Faith Community (Chairman, Ibra-
him Olgun). The Community aims at declaring domesti-
cally and internationally that “Islam is a religion of peace
and Islamic extremism and terrorist activities are totally
incompatible with the teachings of Islam” in response to
frequent Islamic extremist terrorist incidents in Europe,
thereby “promoting understanding of Islamic teachings.”
Chairman Olgun stated that “it was a historic day for Is-
lam.”

The tile of the declaration is “Appeal to All Muslims,
Wishing Contribution to Peaceful Coexistence in Austria”
and it starts with “In the name of Allah” and declares to
“criticize all acts of terrorism in the world.”
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Introduction of outline of “Anti-Terror-
ism Declaration” (June 16, 2017)

“If man kills one human being, it is the same as kill-
ing all mankind. If he saves one human being, it is the same
as Kkilling all people.” (Koran 5:32)

We imams in Austria are partners of the society
and are determined to make efforts to peacefully coexist
in Austria.

We imams in Austria:
«Criticize terrorism and violent extremism occur-
ring throughout the world.

«Barbaric acts and terrorism of Islamic extremist
terrorist group Islamic State (IS) are against Islamic teach-
ings and we criticize them severely. IS terrorists are abus-
ing our peaceful religion Islam for achieving their own po-
litical goals.

«Clearly state that task of Muslims is to actively con-
tribute to safety and peace of the country where we live.

«Freedom is indispensable goodness for all peo-
ple and challenge for entire society. We are determined to
strive for the freedom at any time anywhere.

Islam considers human dignity as an indispensable
value and rejects any words and actions which are against
that principle.

«In this connection, emphasize that terrorism does
not belong to any religions, races and cultures.

*What is most desired of Muslims is to actively par-
ticipate in various fields of the society and serve the society.

«Firmly uphold the spirit of the Austrian constitution.

«Emphasize the importance of non-radicalization
(education to prevent radicalization) in the fora with the
youth. At the same time, we want to warn against anti-Is-
lamic, nationalistic words and actions which criticize all
Muslims. Such tendency only unnecessarily instigates the
society and leads to divisions. Those creates a hotbed of
radicalization of the society. It became even more impor-
tant than before to protect religious minorities from politi-
cal opportunism and hostility. Fight against nationalism,
anti-Islamic hostility and Islam-phobia is challenge to the
society just like fight against extremism. As members of the
society, imams in Austria share responsibility for construc-
tion of the society of mutual assistance.

Footnote:

Pope John Paul Il publicized it while he was a Pope. It declares
that the teachings of the Catholic Church are God’s universal
truth. The idea that they “monopolize the truth” is at the
foundation and is an obstacle to the promotion of ecumenical
activities with other religious sects.




